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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 291 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OCON, PFOR, CB 

SUBJECT: CAMBODIAN SITUATION 

1. CAMBODIAN CHARGE MECH SARY CALLED ON THE EMBASSY POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR AT OPENING OF BUSINESS MARCH 3 TO ASK ABOUT A 
STATEMENT WHICH HE SAID WAS BEING ATTRIBUTED HERE TO PRESIDENT 
LON NOL THAT HE (LON NOL) WAS PREPARED TO STEP DOWN IF NECESSARY 
TO RESTORE PEACE AND STABILITY TO CAMBODIA. MECH SARY ASKED IF 
WE KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT THE STATEMENT. WE SAID WE DID NOT BUT 
WOULD TRY TO FIND OUT. ANY CLARIFICATION WHICH EMBASSY PHNOM 
PENH COULD PROVIDE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

2. IN COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION MECH SARY EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT INDIA MIGHT BE CONTEMPLATING A CHANGE IN ITS POSITION ON THE 
LON NOL GOVERNMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT OF SIHANOUK 
FOREIGN MINISTER SARIN CHHAK TO DELHI, WHICH HE HAD HEARD WOULD 
TAKE PLACE ON OR ABOUT MARCH 21. 
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